
zhenia kazankina

Education

Personal information

and contacts

Workshops and labs

Filmography

Film director, screenwriter, editor

Born in Moscow, Russia in 1996, Zhenia Kazankina (she/her) is a screenwriter and director 
and a graduate of the Gerasimov Institute of Cinematography (VGIK). She's currently based 
in Rome, Italy. Her work revolves around themes of solitude, attachment, and alienation from 

a feminine perspective. Her short films have screened internationally in festivals such as 
Locarno Film Festival, Palm Springs ShortFest, ZINEBI, True/False and many others. She is an 
Alumna of Locarno Filmmakers' Academy and Spring Academy, and of Reykjavík Talent Lab.

2014 — 2019
Gerasimov Institute of 
Cinematography (VGIK)
Fiction film directing department, MA

2024 "NEW", fiction, 20 min

2023 "Three Secret Clues of Longing", experimental, archival, 4 min

2023 "Empty rooms", experimental, documentary, 5 min

2019 "RIO", fiction, 22 min

2022 "Continuity of Parks", experimental, 11 min
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Festivals

‘Voices of Vologda’ Film Festival (Russia) 

— Best Short Film

PORTO FEMME International Film Festival (Portugal) 

— Best Student Experimental Film


Message to Man Film Festival (Russia) — Honorable Mention

Ischia Film Festival (Italy) 

— Best Short Film "Location Negata" Section

Vertigo Film Festival (Italy) — Best Short Documentary 

Laurel Branch Award (Russia) — Special Jury Mention

ZINEBI Film Festival (Spain) 

— Mikeldi Award for Best Fiction Short Film

Short Focus Film Festival (UK) — Gold Frame & Audience Award

cellu l'art Short Film Festival Jena (Germany) — Best Short Film

Shnit.Russia (Russia) — Special Jury Mention

Orvieto Cinema Fest (Italy) — Best International Short Film

Nashville Film Festival (USA) — Best NextGen Film

Sehsüchte Film Festival (Germany) — Best Youth Film

Tel Aviv International Student Film Festival (Israel) 

— Best International Film

GoShort Nijmegen Film Festival; International Short Film 
Festival of Cyprus; Mammoth Lakes Film Festival; TiSFF 
Thessaloniki International Short Film Festival; Moscow 
International Film Festival and others.

Locarno Film Festival; 20minmax Film Festival; Beijing 
International Short Film Festival; Message to Man Film 
Festival; Un Festival C'est Trop Court!; Kassel Documentary 
Film and Video Festival; Vidéoformes.

True/False Film Festival; GoShort Nijmegen Film Festival; 
Aesthetica Short Film Festival; Encounters Film Festival; 
Kassel Documentary Film and Video Festival; BOGOSHORTS; 
Entrevues Belfort Film Festival; London Short Film Festival; 
IDFF Artdocfest/Riga; ShorTS Film Festival; Films de Femmes 
de Créteil Film Festival; Beldocs Doc Film Festival; Lille 
International Short Film Festival; Caminhos Film Festival; 
Festival Internacional de Cine Independiente de La Plata 

and others.

Palm Springs International ShortFest; Curtas Vila do Conde; 
Poitiers Film Festival; London Short Film Festival; Mecal 
Barcelona; FILMFEST DRESDEN; Zlin Film Festival; Denver Film 
Festival; Visioni Corte Film Festival; FILMSCHOOLFEST 
MUNICH; Scanorama; Etiuda&Anima International Film Festival; 
Euroshorts International Film Festival; Kustendorf; International 
Kansk Video Festival; Spirit of Fire Film Festival and others.

Tirana Film Festival; Reykjavík International Film Festival; 
Nashville Film Festival; Lago Film Festival; Orvieto Cinema 
Fest; Bosphorus Film Festival; FEST – New Directors | New 
Films; Flickers' Rhode Island International Film Festival.

2024
Locarno filmmakers 
academy
Locarno Film Festival

2023
‘FOCUS WiP’ 

Cannes Film Festival
"NEW" short film, post-production lab

2023
‘Spring Academy’ 

Locarno Film Festival 
Workshop ‘Find a film!’ held by Radu Jude

2013 — 2014
Moscow State University 
Faculty of Philology, 1st year of study

Born in 1996 in Moscow, Russia. 

Currently based in Rome, Italy.

e-mail: zhenia.kazankina@gmail.com

mobile: +393791111673; +79067345321

IMDb    Vimeo    Instagram    Website

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt31922147/?ref_=tt_rvi_tt_t_4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt31922129/?ref_=tt_rvi_tt_t_4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt28489971/?ref_=nm_knf_c_3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt16967990/?ref_=nm_knf_t_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt17051292/?ref_=nm_knf_t_2
mailto:zhenia.kazankina@gmail.com
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm13280234/
https://vimeo.com/zheniakazankina
https://instagram.com/zhenia.kazankina?igshid=MzMyNGUyNmU2YQ==&utm_source=qr
https://www.zheniakazankina.com/

